July 1, 1952 

C. V. RIDDELL ET AL 
FOOD HANDLING DEVICE 
Filed Apr£1 9, 1948 

2,601,766 



Patented July 1, 1952 ....... 2,601,766 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,601,766 
FOOD HANDLING DEVICE 
C1arence V. Riddell, Belmar, and Charles A. 
 Niedrach, Avon, N. J. 
Application April 9, 1948, Serial No. 20,088 
5 Claires. (CI. 85m12) 
1 2 
This invention relates to an improved device of 4 inches for the lower edges. As shown in 
for handling food articles during the cooking or Figures 1 and 3 the handle 7 is upwardly offset 
other treatment thereof, the primary object of above ½ inch above the blades6, 6 in a plane par- 
the invention being to provide a device of this allel to the upper blade edges '8, 8 so that the 
kind, especially although hot exclusively, facili- 5 fingers of the cook will be out of contact with the 
tating çhe gril!ing of frankæurters, which coin- grill when the handle 7 is grasped and the device 
prises rolling them on the grill puncturing their manipulated to perform the functions described 
skins to accelerate their cooking, and placing and hereinabove. 
removing the frankfurters from the grill, all with- The forward ends of the handls sides 10, l ] 
out contact with the hands of the cook. 10 rounded at 4, 4 where they merge into the rear 
Another important object of the invention is ends of the blades 6, 6 and the rear ends o the 
the provision -oæ a simple, inexpensive, light blades are rounded at 15, t5 where they merge 
weight, and easily manipulable device of çhe with the lower edges 13, 13 of the handle sides, 
a-bore indicated character which combines in it- providing comfortable hand contact therewith. 
self instrumentalities for performing all of the 15 The handle sides have longitudinal inward in- 
above mentioned functions, said instrumentali- dentations 16, 6 providing better grip for 
ries being so arranged with respect to each other fingers and adding strength and rigidity o these 
that any function may be performed without portions of the handle 7. Similar reinforcing 
changing the position of the device in the hand, outward indentations 7, 7 are 'provided in the 
so that these and similar functions cÇn be rap- 20 bla¢les 6, 6. 
idly and efficiently performed without fatigue. The curved ]ower edges 9, 9 of the blades are 
Other important objects and advantageous formed with triangular teeth 8 designed to 
features of the invention will be apparent from pierce the skins of frankfurters when applied 
the following description and accompanying thereto, and providing a sure grip upon the 
drawings, wherein merely for purposes of illus- 25 frankfurters when rolling the saine on a grill 
tration herein, a specflic embodiment of the ir- with the aid of the device. 
vention is set forth in detail. The blades 6, 6 are normally tensioned away 
In thed]'awings: from each other by.the handle 7, so that they 
Figtlre 1 is a side elevation of:the device, occupy divergent .positions, as shown in Figures 
Figure 2 is a top plan view partly in section, 30 2 and 3, the sides of £he handle teing adapted to 
and, be compressed toward each other to contract the 
Figure 3 is a perspective view showing the de- blades ',  toward each other for grasping".and 
vice in normal expanded position, carrying a frankfurter therebetween. 
!eferring in detail to the drawing, the numeral It will be understood that the measurements 
5 gmerally designates the il!ustrated device, 35 set forth above for the differen components of 
which is in the general form of a tongs formed the device are given solely to clarify the con- 
preferabty although hot necessarily, from a sin- struction .of the device and may be varied within 
gle length of sheet spring .meal, to provide two relatively wide limits without departing from 
similar blades 6, 6 connected atone end by a U- the essential nature of the device. 
shaped handle 7. 40 Vith the described device grasped in the hand 
Each blade '6 has a straight upper edge 8, ap- by the handle 7, the device may be used to place 
proximately 9½ inches long, and a curved lower a frankfurter on -the grill by compressing the 
edge 9, which curves downw.ardly ærom each end handle so as to grip opposite sides of the frank- 
of the blade toward the midpoint thereoL giv- furter with the blades 6. Vith the frankfurter 
ing the blade a maximum depth of about 1% 45 deposited on the grill the saine may be rolled to 
inches at the midpoint and a minimum depth of desired position by applying the lower edges of 
1 inch at each end. The curved lower edge $is the blades crosswise of the upper surface of the 
longer than the upper edge 8, having an approx- frankfurter and pushing or pu!ling in a direction 
imatelengthofl0 inches, lengthwise of the device. While so rolling a 
The U-shaped handle 7 comprises parallel 50 frankfurter sufficient pressure may be exerted 
edged sides 0, 0 of about 1 inch width, con- to force the teeth 8 to puncture the skin. of the 
nected at their rear ends by a web l about 1/4 frankfurter, as is commonly done to accelerate 
inches long. The upper edges 2, 2 of the sides the cooking thereof. 
8, 8 are longer than the lower edges 3, . be- What is claimed: 
ing about 5 inches long as compared to a length 55 1. In a device æor rolling and puncturing a 
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frankfurter, a resilient handle portion involving a 
bight portion and two laterally spaced legs, lon- 
gitudinally elongated extensions on the ends of 
said legs remote from said bight portion, said ex- 
tensions having lower edges which are upwardly 
curved from the middle toward both ends of said 
extensions, said lower edges being serrated fo pro- 
vide non-cutting teeth therealong having points, 
the serrated and curved lower edges of said ex- 
tensions being arranged fo be engaged with and 
moved crosswise of the top of a frankfurter on 
a grill in one or in oççosite directions so as to 
roll the frankfurter on the grill in corresponding 
directions and cause the points of said teeth to 
puncture the frankfurter. 
2. In a device for rolling and puncturing a 
frankfurter, a resilient handle portion involving 
a bight portion and two laterally spaced legs, 
longitudinally elongated extensions on the ends 
of said legs remote from said bight portion, said 
extensions having lower edges which are up- 
wardly curved from the middle toward both ends 
of said extensions, said lower edges being serrated 
to irovide non-cutting teeth therealong having 
points, the serrated and curved lower edges of 
said extensions being arranged fo be engaged with 
and moved crosswise of the top of a frankfurter 
on a grill in one or in opposite directions so as 
fo roll the frankfurter on the grill in correspond- 
ing directions and cause the points of said teeth 
to puncture the frankfurter, said handle legs 
being flexible toward each other in order fo re- 
duce the spacing of said extensions with respect 
to each other and thereby provide for engage- 
ment of the toothed lower edges of the extensions 
with the frankfurter af !esser distances apart. 
3. In a device for rolling and puncturing a 
frankfurter, a resilient handle portion involving 
a bight portion and two laterally spaced legs, 
longitudinally elongated extensions on the ends 
of said legs remote from said bight portion, said 
extensions having lower edges which are up- 
wardly curved from the middle toward both ends 
of said extensions, said lower edges being ser- 
rated fo provide non-cutting teeth therealong 
having points, the serrated and curved lower 
edges of said extensions being arranged fo be 
moved longitudina!ly across the top of a frank- 
lutter on a grill in one or in opposite directions 
so as fo ïoll the frankfurter on the grill in cor- 
responding directions and cause the points of 
said teeth fo puncture the frankfurter, said ex- 
tensions being downwardly offset with respect 
to said handle legs. 
4. In a device for rolling and puncturing a 
frankfurter, a resilient U-shaped handle portion 
involving a bight portion and two laterally 
spaced, longitudinally elongated legs, said legs 
being tensioned away from each other fo nor- 
mallF be in divergent relation fo each other, and 
to be compressible toward each other fo vary the 
spacing of the legs from each other, the ends of 
thelegs remote from said bight portion termi- 
nating in two fiat blades elongated in the direc- 
tion of the length of said legs and positioned in 
the planes of said legs, said blades having longi- 
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tudinal edges curved convexly from a point 
intermediate the ends of the blades to both ends 
of the blades, said curved edges being serrated 
fo form non-cutting teeth having points, the 
5 curved edges of the blades being arranged fo 
be engaged with and moved crosswise of the top 
of a frankfurter to roll the frankfurter on a 
surface and cause the teeth points fo puncture 
the frankïurter, at two points spaced along the 
10 length of the frankfurter determined by the 
spacing of the said legs from each other. 
5. In a device for rolling and puncturing a 
frankfurter, a resilient U-shaçed handle portion 
involving a bight portion and two laterally 
15 spaced, longitudinally elongated legs, said legs 
being tensioned away from each other to normally 
be in divergent relation fo each other, and fo be 
compressible toward each other fo vary the spac- 
ing of the legs from each other, the ends of the 
20 legs remote from said bight portion terminating 
in two fiat blades elongated in the direction of 
the length of said legs and çositioned in the 
planes of said legs, said blades having longi- 
tudinal edges curved convexly from a point inter- 
0.5 mediate the ends of the blades to both ends of 
the blades, said curved edges being serrated to 
form non-cutting teeth having points, the curved 
edges of the blades being arranged fo be engaged 
with and moved crosswise of. the top of a frank- 
30 furter to roll the frankfurter pn a surface and 
cause the teeth points fo puncture the frank- 
lutter, af two points spaced along the length of 
the frankfurter determined by the spacing of the 
said legs from each other, said blades being wider 
5 than said legs and offset with respect fo one 
longitudinal edge of said legs with the curved 
edges of the blades positioned laterally outwardly 
from the said one longitudinal edge of the legs. 
CLARENCE V. RIDDELL. 
40 CHARLES A. NIEDRACH. 
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